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Hi! Kai, I can, okay.
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Yes, I can hear you, hi. Thank you for caring about our situation. I live in

Kyiv, Ukraine. You can call me Eric. Now I am an artist, but before |
worked in theater, in our group I was the director.
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I think this history can be traced back a thousand years. Long ago, there
was a state called Kyivan Rus. That was our origin, founded by our
ancestors, the Ukrainians. At that time, the core of the East Slavic world
was Kyiv, not Moscow.

But later, the Mongols invaded, and the state was divided, with part of it
ruled by the Mongols. Afterward, the western lands—what is today
Ukraine—came under Polish and Lithuanian rule; while in the east,
Moscow grew stronger and began to claim itself as the heir of “Rus.”

Even after the Mongol Empire collapsed, we did not disappear. We had
the Cossacks, our own church, and our culture. We were Ukrainians, not
Russians.
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In the 17th century, during the Khmelnytsky Uprising, the Cossack
leaders rose up. This is seen as a key moment of Ukrainian national
awakening. By the 18th and 19th centuries, the Russian Empire became
strong. They started banning our language, closing our schools, and
burning our books.

When the Soviet Union was formed, they called us “Little Russia,” saying
we did not deserve to have our own country. And then, in 1932, the worst
tragedy happened—Stalin enforced collectivization, seizing all our grain
and causing a great famine.

We call that tragedy the Holodomor—a genocide. Millions of people
were starved to death. They tried to erase our memory, but we never
forgot.

Later, when the Soviet Union collapsed, we finally became independent.
In 1991, we cried, thinking it was finally over.
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Putin said, “The collapse of the Soviet Union was the greatest tragedy of
the 20th century.” For us, it was freedom; for him, it was the fall of an

empire. So now he wants to take it back—not just the land, but also to
force us to admit that we were never a real nation.

But look at our history—a thousand years of resistance, songs, language,
land, blood... how can anyone say we are not a nation?

®
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B R R

I would say, first I ask about their political stance. If they are more liberal
and support us, then for me there isn’t that kind of hatred.
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No, I wouldn’t. Because their taxes, in the end, still support this war.

TR (BT O TRRERL ARG PRS2 BT 4
ERFTHER T
B AR
The pandemic and the war have changed many things. Before, on
weekends I would go to cafés or watch movies with friends. Now I stay at
home more often, sometimes cook or play board games with family, or
make video calls with relatives who live elsewhere. Sometimes at night,
when I hear the alarms, I can’t sleep. Daily life carries more anxiety, but
everyone feels that as long as their loved ones are safe, that’s enough.
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Some people did lose their jobs. Some chose to leave their hometowns.
For example, a few of my friends worked in tourism, but now their
businesses have almost completely stopped. Some even went abroad to
work; others joined volunteer groups to help distribute supplies. Of
course, sometimes the pressure feels very heavy, but everyone is trying
hard to hold on.
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Sometimes | think about it... But this is my home. My parents and
younger brother are here. Some friends left, but many memories and ties
remain. | know leaving might be easier, but when it comes to actually
making that decision, it’s hard in my heart. I think most Ukrainians are
like me: even if we hesitate, in the end, we stay.

JF: THFL FREFT N FAWET L R ARy
BRiatld 282 834 3@ nihishl

That is not mainstream in our country. Only people in very difficult
situations choose that path... But it’s a small percentage. Most families
still live by their own work.

B Tk R R A E R DRE G L o R EARD R E R
o B N = s N R
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It has been four years since 2022. What do you think? Nobody wants this
to happen. If it really did, I could only pray for the war to end quickly...
But honestly, if my family were hurt, it would be very hard for me to
forgive those people. Sometimes I really feel hate, even though I know it

won’t help. That feeling is very hard to erase.
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